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The vision of What Women Want Illawarra 2026 is to create a more
inclusive, compassionate and connected community where every
individual feels seen, heard, respected and accepted for exactly
who they are.

In 2026, we are committed to continuing important conversations
around diversity, inclusion and belonging — encouraging our
community to better understand the lived experiences of those
who face adversity, discrimination, isolation and barriers every
single day.

This year, we especially acknowledge the challenges experienced
within the LGBTQI+ community, where rates of violence, abuse,
mental health struggles and social isolation remain
disproportionately high. Through education, conversation,
storytelling and connection, we hope to help break down stigma,
challenge outdated perceptions and create spaces where
acceptance is not conditional — it is celebrated.

What Women Want is about unity over division, compassion over
judgement and community over exclusion. Together, we can open
doors, dismantle barriers and build a future grounded in kindness,
understanding and genuine human connection.
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Dress for Success NSW/ACT (DFS Illawarra)) is a volunteer-powered
organisation that supports women in need to benefit from holistic and
unique career support services. The vision is of a world where women
thrive in work and in life. The mission is to help unemployed and
underemployed women achieve economic independence. They do this
by providing a network of support, clothing, and a holistic suite of
practical career development support services free of charge to
those women needing our services.
The DFS Illawarra showroom has been operating since 2017, and
supports over 450 women every year from across the region into
economic independence. 
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CHARITYChosen

Need a Feed is a Wollongong-based charity dedicated to supporting
individuals and families experiencing homelessness, hardship and
food insecurity across the Illawarra region. Through community
outreach, meal services, essential care packs and grassroots support
initiatives, the organisation provides practical assistance while
fostering dignity, compassion and connection for those doing it
tough. Driven by volunteers and community support, Need a Feed
continues to make a meaningful difference in the lives of vulnerable
locals every single day.
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WHAT WE ARE SEEKING
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0410 041 346 0431 035 030

MEET OUR FOUNDERS

Founder and Business Owner of Skin
Correctives Shellharbour. The highest
awarded paramedical skin clinic in NSW
and the first Safe Skin Clinic for
Australia. Karen leads a team of highly
skilled exceptional skin therapists, with a
focus on tried and tested treatments
over fleeting trends to deliver optimal
client results for greater skin confidence.

Founder and Business Owner of Busy
Goddess Marketing Co. With over 20
years of experience in Marketing &
Media delivering a bespoke and unique
agency  that is self led with creative,
insight and intuitive design / all created
in house to ensure continuity and
consistency for clients across all areas of
marketing. 
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